


Welcome to our final study booklet for 2011. It has been another year of growth for us all as we 
have studied God’s Word together. We have been stretched as we were captured by the vision 
of Isaiah; challenged as we studied our ‘Statement of Faith’ in our DNA series and then we were 
stirred to parntership and joy from Philippians in our first ‘Vision Series.’

We finished our ‘Vision Series’ with our Commitment Day when we brought our pledges and gifts 
for the ‘Special Projects.’ As this booklet goes to print I am excited and thankful to let you know 
that we have received $23 000 of the $35 000 target. We have 
already had the opputunity to use some of this from our Mercy 
Ministry fund to help a family from the Child Care Centre and 
another through our church family. Thankyou for your generosity. 
We look to God to continue to provide the shortfall and to work 
as we work to make these ‘Special Projects’ a reality. We will be 
prayerfully planning these ‘Projects’to see the Gospel advanced 
on the Sunshine Coast.

I trust you will again grow in your faith in Jesus and His purposes 
in your life as we study 2 Timothy together. It will a blessing 
to listen in on a letter from Paul who is close to death and 
considers the future of the Gospel. This will be very timely as we 
finish the year and look to 2012

About this study booklet
The studies in this booklet link into the sermon series at church. The dates of the talks are listed 
on the front cover and each study is to follow the talk of the same title. This approach enables 
group time to be spent digging deeper into the Bible and also to discuss issues or questions 
raised by the talk. This also, importantly, enables the Growth Group to have a strong focus on 
application, sharing, accountability and prayer.

We aim to provide a copy of this study booklet to every regular attendee at Lakeshore whether 
you’ve been with us for only a few weeks or for several years. We would love everyone to be 
involved in one of our Growth Groups and do the studies in that context. But if you are presently 
unable to join a group you can still work through the studies each week following the sermons.
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From the pastor



Introduction to 2 Timothy
Paul’s second letter to Timothy is his final letter in the New Testament. Paul is again in prison as 
he writes, and it is likely that he was executed for his faith shortly after writing to Timothy. So this 
letter is Paul’s final encouragement, his last chance to pass on the gospel which Jesus entrusted 
to him before “the time of his departure” (4:6) arrives.

Timothy was one of Paul’s most trusted gospel co-workers. He first appears in Acts 16:1, where 
he first joined Paul on his missionary journey, and from that time onwards he was associated with 
Paul. He actually co-wrote several of Paul’s other letters, including the book we have just finished 
studying, Philippians. Paul later left Timothy to pastor the church in Ephesus, and the letters of 
1 and 2 Timothy contain advice and encouragement both for Timothy as a pastor and for the 
members of the church in Ephesus.

2 Timothy contains several major themes:

-	 Relationships: You can’t miss the warmth and depth of Paul’s relationship with Timothy,  
	 the similar relationships between the other characters mentioned, and between Christians  
	 in general.
-	 False Teachers: One striking feature is Paul’s repeated warnings about the danger of false  
	 teachers and unreliable men -- he specifically names 2 such men in each chapter of the  
	 letter.
-	 Endurance: Paul wants to encourage Timothy to persevere until the end, regardless of suf 
	 fering or trials, just as Paul himself has done, and this theme emerges often throughout the  
	 letter.

The most prominent theme of the letter, however, is the gospel itself – the message of salvation in 
Jesus Christ. Paul reminds Timothy that he (along with every other believer) has been Entrusted 
With The Gospel, and this must shape everything that Timothy does. Again and again, Paul 
reminds Timothy to testify about the gospel, guard it, entrust it to reliable men, persevere in it, 
handle it correctly, live in light of it and remind others to live in light of it. This is great challenge of 
2 Timothy to us today – what does it mean that we have been “Entrusted With The Gospel”?

1.	 2 Timothy 1:1-14		 “Entrusted With the Gospel”			  Nov 6
2.	 2 Timothy 1:15-2:13	 “Entrust to Reliable Men”			   Nov 13
3.	 2 Timothy 2:14-26	 “Correctly Handle the Word of Truth”	 Nov 20
4.	 2 Timothy 3:1-17		 “Continue in What You Have Learned”	 Nov 27
5.	 2 Timothy 4:1-8		  “Preach the Word”				    Dec 4
6.	 2 Timothy 4:9-22		 “So That the Message is Fully Proclaimed”	 Dec 11
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Entrusted With the Gospel

What’s the most valuable 
thing you have ever 
been given? Why do you 
value it so much?

2 Timothy 1:14 Since we’ve been 
entrusted with the gospel, 
we must guard it and 
speak it, in the power of 
the Holy Spirit.

1. What do you think Paul’s relationship with Timothy was like? (See especially verses 1-7 & 
13-14)

2. Timothy had been “Entrusted with the Gospel” (v.14) How did the following people play a 
part in entrusting the gospel to Timothy?

	 a) Timothy’s family

	 b) Paul (see v6 & v13 especially)

	 c) God (see v8-10 especially)

3. Paul gives Timothy three separate but related commands. What do you think each command 
means, and how does it apply to us today?

	 a) Verse 6 & 7 (“…fan into flame…”)

	 b) Verse 8 (“…do not be ashamed… but join with me in suffering…”)

	 c) Verse 13 & 14 (“…keep the pattern… guard the good deposit…”)

4. Paul tells Timothy to guard the good deposit “with the help of the Holy Spirit” (v 14). How 
does God help us guard and speak the gospel (See verse 1, 2, 6-7, 8-10, 12 and 13!)

To learn more about Timothy, 

Read Acts 16:1-3, 1 Cor 4:17, Phil 2:19-24, 1 Tim 4:11-14 and Heb 13:23. 

A bible search for “Timothy” will show you several more references. How would you like to be 
more like Timothy? 

1

Study One -  2 Timothy 1:1-14
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6. Who entrusted the gospel to you? Who are you entrusting the gospel to?

7. In what ways are you sometimes tempted to be “timid” or “ashamed” about the gospel 
rather than having “power, love and self discipline”?

8. What difference does it make to know that God will help you guard and speak the gospel? 
How can you make sure that you are doing so “with the help of the Holy Spirit”?

Note prayer points below for your partners in the gospel (Growth Group members) and friends 
& family who you are sharing your life and the gospel with.

Lakeshore Youth Combined Night
Friday 11 November 7pm @Grace Church

LakeshoreYouth Year 6 Welcome Night
Friday 18th November, 7:30-9:15pm

Read the key verse. How would you put into your own words what we learn here about God?

Pray together that God would help us to grow in our trust in Him.

For Sunday’s bible talk and next 
week’s study read...

2 Timothy 1:15-2:13

Growth Group Members. Family and Friends.
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Entrust to Reliable Men2
What makes someone 
reliable or trustworthy? 
Who are people that 
you trust, and people 
you don’t trust?

2 Timothy 2:2 Since we’ve been 
entrusted with the 
gospel, we must entrust 
it to other people who 
will entrust it to yet 
more people.

1. Timothy has been entrusted with the Gospel, and now Paul tells him to entrust the 
gospel to others (v.1-2).

	 a) What does it mean to “be strong in the grace that is in Christ Jesus”?

	 b) What makes a “reliable man” or woman? (See also 1:15-18)

	 c) What would the impact be if Timothy passed the gospel on to unreliable men,  
	 or to men who wouldn’t or couldn’t teach others?

2. Paul gives three examples which encourage Timothy to be strong and persevere in 
this task. What can we learn from each one?

	 a) Soldier:

	 b) Athlete:

	 c) Farmer:

3. How does remembering Jesus Christ (v.8) help Paul endure suffering (v.10)?

4. Verses 11-13 contain an encouragement (v.11-12a) and a warning (v.12b-13, see 
also Matt 10:33). How do this encouragement and warning help us endure?

“Endure hardship like a good soldier”

Read and think about the following references to hardship and warfare:

James 5:10 & 13, Phil 2:25, Philemon 2, 2 Cor 6:3-10, Eph 6:10-17, 1 Tim 1:18-19, 1 Tim 6:12, 
Heb 12:1-4

Study Two – 2 Timothy 1:15-2:13
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5. How can you “be strong in the grace that is in Christ Jesus” in your daily thoughts 
and actions?

6. What can you do to be a reliable man or woman who receives the gospel and in turn 
entrusts it to others?

7. What are some specific ways you can make sure that you endure to the end?

8. What are some specific ways that you can help others endure to the end?

Note prayer points below for your partners in the gospel (Growth Group members) and friends 
& family who you are sharing your life and the gospel with.

LakeshoreYouth Year 6 Welcome Night
Friday 18th November, 7:30-9:15pm

Read the key verse. How would you put into your own words what we learn here about God?

Pray together that God would help us to grow in our trust in Him.

For Sunday’s bible talk and next 
week’s study read...

2 Timothy 2:14-26

Growth Group Members. Family and Friends.
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Correctly Handle the Word of Truth3
Have you had any bad 
experiences with shonky 
workmen or shady 
businessmen?

2 Timothy 2:15 To effectively entrust 
the gospel to others, we 
must handle God’s Word 
correctly.

1. Gospel Workmen

	 a) Who do you think the “them” in verse 14 are?

	 b) To be a good workman, Paul tells Timothy to avoid “quarrelling about words” (v.14)  
	 and “godless chatter” (v.16). What does each phrase mean, and how are they different?

	 c) Philetus and Hymenaeus are examples of poor workmen. Where did they go wrong?

2. Gospel Instruments

	 a) What does Paul mean in verses 20-21?

	 b) How does someone become an instrument that God can use for noble purposes?  
	 (see v.22-23)

3. Gospel Servants

	 a) What should characterise the behaviour of “the Lord’s servant”?

	 b) In dealing properly with arguments and disagreements in the church, what role is  
	 played firstly by God; secondly by the Lord’s servants; thirdly by the other person?

Read 1 Tim 6:3-5 and Titus 3:9-11 for further detail on avoiding quarrelsome speculation.

Study Three – Timothy 2:14-26
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4. Paul warns against pointless arguments and quarrels. What are some examples of these 
today that we ought to avoid? How can we avoid being drawn into them?

5. Are there ever times when it is necessary to enter into ‘quarrels’ and disagreements?

6. What is actually involved in “correctly handling the word of truth” (v.15)? How can we equip 
ourselves for this task?

7. Do you think the “evil desires of youth” are any different to the evil desires of middle age or 
even old age?

Note prayer points below for your partners in the gospel (Growth Group members) and friends 
& family who you are sharing your life and the gospel with.

LakeshoreYouth Family Party
Friday 2nd December at the Wardman’s House

Kids Alive Christmas Party
Sunday 4th December at 9am

Read the key verse. How would you put into your own words what we learn here about God?

Pray together that God would help us to grow in our trust in Him.

For Sunday’s bible talk and next 
week’s study read...

2 Timothy 3:1-17

Growth Group Members. Family and Friends.
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Continue in What You Have Learned4
What 5 words would you 
choose to describe our 
society today?

2 Timothy 3:16 Having been entrusted 
with the gospel, we must 
continue in what we 
learned instead of being 
influenced by the world 
around us.

1. Which characteristics in verses 2-4 are commonly regarded as virtues today? Which are 
today regarded as neutral?

2. Is Paul talking about people inside the church or outside the church (see v.5)? How, then, 
should we relate to such people?

3. What does “having a form of godliness but denying its power” mean? What does “always 
learning but never able to acknowledge the truth” mean?

4. What sort of life has Paul had (see v.10-14)? How is this different from the life of the false 
teachers?

5. What does it mean that Scripture is “God-breathed”?

6. What are the purposes of Scripture for our lives? How does the Bible shape us toward these 
purposes?

God Breathed?

Read and consider the following passages which describe the nature of the Bible, God’s Word: 
2 Peter 1:20-21, Jeremiah 1:6-9, Matt 5:17-18, Matt 24:35, 

Study Four – 2 Timothy 3:1-17
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7. Do you think Paul’s warnings about false teachers to Timothy are still relevant today? Why / 
why not?

8. Paul says “everyone who wants to live a godly life in Christ Jesus will be persecuted”. Are 
you experiencing persecution? Why / why not?

9. If Scripture is God-breathed, what should be our attitude towards it?

10. How can you relate to God’s Word this week so that you live differently from those 
described in the first part of the chapter?

Note prayer points below for your partners in the gospel (Growth Group members) and friends 
& family who you are sharing your life and the gospel with.

LakeshoreYouth Family Party
Friday 2nd December at the Wardman’s House

Kids Alive Christmas Party!
Sunday 4th December at 9am

Read the key verse. How would you put into your own words what we learn here about God?

Pray together that God would help us to grow in our trust in Him.

For Sunday’s bible talk and next 
week’s study read...

2 Timothy 4:1-8

Growth Group Members. Family and Friends.
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Preach the Word5
If you died today, how 
do you hope people 
would describe you?

2 Timothy 4:2 Being entrusted with the 
gospel means we must 
live and preach God’s 
Word in all of our life, for 
all of our life.

1. Why does Paul remind Timothy of some key facts about Jesus Christ in verse 1?

2. What does Paul want Timothy to do, and how does Paul want him to do it? (v.2 & 5)

3. What does it mean to be prepared “in season and out of season”?

4. Paul uses a series of metaphors in verses 6-8 (drink offering, departure, fight, race, crown). 
In plain language, what do you think each one means?

5. How would Paul’s attitude as he faced death encourage Timothy to endure?

A crown of righteousness?

Read and consider the following verses concerning crowns of reward: 1 Cor 9:25, Phil 4:1, 1 
Thes 2:19, James 1:12, 1 Pet 5:4, Rev 2:10, Rev 4:9-10

Study Five – 2 Timothy 4:1-8
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6. What opportunities do you personally have a) to preach the Word (or the Gospel), b) to 
correct, rebuke and encourage, and c) to do the work of an evangelist?

7. How can you ensure that your church continues to preach God’s Word “in season and out of 
season”, “with great patience and careful instruction”?

8. When you reach the end of your life, in what way do you hope you will be able to claim the 
promise of verse 7 for your life?

9. What can you do this week to begin to make this hope a reality so that you have no regrets 
when you die?

Note prayer points below for your partners in the gospel (Growth Group members) and friends 
& family who you are sharing your life and the gospel with.

Seniors Christmas Morning Tea
Tuesday 13th December

Outdoor Community Carols
Sunday 18th December 4pm in the church 
carpark

Read the key verse. How would you put into your own words what we learn here about God?

Pray together that God would help us to grow in our trust in Him.

For Sunday’s bible talk and next 
week’s study read...

2 Timothy 4:9-22

Growth Group Members. Family and Friends.
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So That the Message is 
Fully Proclaimed6

Have you ever felt 
abandoned by your 
friends?

2 Timothy 4:17 Every event, every 
relationship and every 
circumstance of our life 
should reflect that we 
have been entrusted with 
the gospel.

1.  What contributed to Paul’s loneliness in prison? How would you have felt and/or reacted? 
Why wasn’t Paul bitter about being abandoned?

2. Demas had been one of Paul’s close associates (see Col 4:14 & Philemon 23-24). What do 
you think are the symptoms of loving the world like Demas did?

3. Read Mark’s chequered history in Acts 12:12, 12:25, 13:13, 15:36-40 & Col 4:10-11. Paul 
asks for Mark in verse 11. What has taken place in Paul & Mark’s relationship?

4. Paul asks for three things: people, a cloak and books and parchments. Why were these 
important to him?

5. What is the source of Paul’s confidence even in his negative circumstances?

What can you learn from the life of:

- Luke: Luke 1:1-4, Acts 1:1-2, 16:10-13, 20:5-6, 21:1-18, 27:1-28:31, Col 4:14 & 1 Tim 4:11
- Tychicus: Acts 20:4, Eph 6:21-22, Col 4:7-8, 2 Tim 4:12 & Tit 3:12
- Alexander: Acts 19:33, 1 Tim 1:20, 2 Tim 4:14-15
- Priscilla & Aquila: Acts 18:1-3, 18-19, 24-26; Rom 16:3-5, 1 Cor 16:19 & 2 Tim 4:19

Study Six – 2 Timothy 4:9-22
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6. Which of the many people referred to in this passage to you identify with, and why? Who do 
you want to be like, and why? Who do you not want to be like, and why?

7. How can Paul’s example at the end of his life encourage you when your faith is tested or 
your friends abandon you?

8. What must you do to ensure that you keep the faith and finish the race?

Note prayer points below for your partners in the gospel (Growth Group members) and friends 
& family who you are sharing your life and the gospel with.

Seniors Christmas Morning Tea
Tuesday 13th December

Outdoor Community Carols
Sunday 18th December 4pm in the church 
carpark

Read the key verse. How would you put into your own words what we learn here about God?

Pray together that God would help us to grow in our trust in Him.

For Sunday’s bible talk and next 
week’s study read...

The Christmas Story!

Growth Group Members. Family and Friends.
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